
Update – April 2012

WE’RE LAUNCHED . . .   A LOT has happened since last October when a group of about 50 folks met 

at the Pratt Museum to explore the idea of creating a Kachemak Bay Water Trail.  Dave 

Brann’s visit to water trails back East made him wonder, “Why not here in beautiful Kachemak Bay?” 

Next thing you know, his request for assistance through the Rivers, Trails, and Conservation Assistance 

(RTCA) program was approved.  As a result, staff from that arm of the National Park Service has helped 

local volunteers work towards our vision of… 

Adventure Beyond the End of the Road . . .
a 125-mile water trail from the Homer Spit to Seldovia

inspiring exploration, understanding, and stewardship 
of the natural treasure that is Kachemak Bay.

AND COMMUNITY SUPPORT IS GROWING . . .  Our water trail is already recognized as something 

special!  Many local partners have stepped forward to offer support, including Alaska Division of Parks & 

Outdoor Recreation – Kachemak Bay State Park (which borders much of the bay), Homer Parks & 

Recreation Advisory Commission, Cook Inletkeeper, Homer Chamber of Commerce & Visitor Center, 

Homer Soil & Water Conservation District, NOAA Kasitsna Bay Lab, Homer Wilderness Leadership 

(HoWL), and the Homer Wooden Boat Society.  In addition, it’s one of only two projects in Alaska 

recognized in the Department of Interior’s America’s Great Outdoors, 50 State-Report.   So a tide of 

support is rising, and we’ve just begun!

ACCOMPLISHMENTS SO FAR . . .  Since December, a volunteer Kachemak Bay Water Trail steering 

committee has met once a month with the following exciting results:

• Our Water Trail has a vision and goals, shown on the back of this page.

• Our Water Trail has an action plan outlining tasks to accomplish to reach our goals.

• Our Water Trail Association has a “fiscal agent”—Alaska Trails (www.alaska-trails.org/), 

which allows us to accept tax deductible donations and apply for many grants.

• And we’ve been awarded our first grant—to develop an interactive website all about the 

water trail.

WHAT’S NEXT:  We’d love your help to make our vision real, and there’s lots you can do.  For 

example, you could  join the steering committee or one of its subcommittees;  talk to neighbors, 

friends, and local leaders to gain their support for the trail;  help inventory resources along the trail, 

like potential launch sites, landings, hiking trails, campsites, and other special places and features; 

 contribute to our website (for example, with text, photos, or graphics);  help create outreach and 

educational materials on topics like boating safety, the trail’s potential economic benefits, getting kids 

outdoors, stewardship, cultural history and resources;  donate services or equipment (we REALLY 

need bookkeeping services!);  raise money for the trail;  write grants;  or help in any other way 

you can think of to help make this trail what it can be for our community and visitors.  We welcome 
ALL interests & skill levels!   To volunteer, or for more information, email Dave Brann 

(brann@alaska.net) or George Reising (gbsreising@gmail.com), co-chairs of the Kachemak Bay Water 

Trail Steering Committee.  And welcome on board!All photos courtesy of Bill Scott 
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